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INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Counsel for Applicant conducted a telephone interview with the Examiner 
Denise Anderson and her supervisor Walter Griffin on November 4, 2009. 
During the course of the interview the claim limitation of "a density control plate 
having an annular shape and disposed within the housing below the water guide 
jacket," as recited in claim 25, was discussed. In particular, this limitation was 
compared to the teachings of cited reference U.S. Patent No. 5,053,130 (Raff). 
Raff describes a ring disposed between an end wall and the housing of a filtration 
device. The ring inhibits cracking in the end wall and the housing when the 



1 



filtration device is cured. The Patent Office maintained that the ring described in 
Raff is a density control plate and further argued that it is irrelevant whether 
Raffs ring actually controls the density of the fibers in the filtration device. 
Instead, the Patent Office maintains that any annular plate disposed below a 
water guide jacket - whether or not it controls fiber density - meets the limitation 
of the claimed density control plate. Counsel for Applicant reiterated that Raffs 
ring cannot possibly be deemed a density control plate because Raff's ring has 
no effect whatsoever on the density of the fibers in the filtration device. In 
addition, the Patent Office assured Counsel for Applicant that it was comfortable 
with the claim construction of a density control plate and that it would not 
withdraw the rejection if Applicant appealed the case. 

The time and cooperation of the Examiner and the supervisor is greatly 
appreciated. 
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